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spite of numberless hardships of this kind, no one gave up tt
struggle or turned back.

There was a tremendous increase in the Indian population
Newcastle. The houses of Indians were over-filled. The numb
made available was enough to accommodate women and o!
people. I must state here that the white people of Newcast
showed us great courtesy, even sympathy. No Indian was harass*
by them. One good lady even gave her house free for our us
other assistance of a minor nature was also received from a numb
of whites all the time,

It was, however, not possible to keep thousands of India
permanently in Newcastle.   The  Mayor became apprehensh
The normal population of Newcastle is about three thousand. 1
additional ten thousand could not be accommodated in such a tov/
Labourers stopped work in other mines too.   And so the questi
arose : what should be done?   The intention behind the stri
was to court imprisonment.   The Government could have arrest
the workers if it had so wished, but there were not enough prise
to house those thousands.   Hence, they had not so far touch
the strikers.   The one simple way left to us now was to cross 1
Transvaal border and get arrested.   We thought that the c<
gestion in Newcastle would thereby be relieved and the strik
could also be put to the test.   In Newcastle, the agents of 1
mine-owners were trying to lure away the workers.   Not a sin
person had yielded; even so, it was the duty of the Council of Act
to keep them away from all temptation.   It seemed desiral
therefore, that they should march from Newcastle to Charleston
The distance is about 35 miles. To provide railway fare for thousa:
was out of the question.   It was therefore arranged that all al
bodied men and women should do the journey on foot.   "
women who could not walk were to be taken by train. There <
a possibility of arrests on the way.   Moreover, this was the i
experience of its kind for them.   It was therefore decided ths
should myself take the first batch.   It consisted of about 500 pers
of whom 60 were women, with their children. I shall never fo]
that scene. The company walked along raising cries of "Victor)
Dwarkanath", "Victory to Rainachandra" and "Vande Matara
Each person was given enough cooked rice and dal to last for
days.   Everyone carried his or her things in a bundle.   The foil
ng conditions were read out to them :

1. It was probable that I would be arrested. Even if
happened, they were to march on until arrested themse!
Though every effort would be made to provide them ^